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The Doctor comes on wearing his “SPAY” sandwich board.
He watches her looking up. After a bit he looks up too.

Hester
No ones getting on top of you, Bully.

Bully

e’l] put the ring on my fin ,
hel{ get on top of me-—y ger and I’ll have me uh white dress aghi

. heduled you in for the day after tomorrow. First
u can send yr kids off to school then cgpe€on in. Wwe’ll

Heste?
No onefgettin
' g on top (,)f you, Bully, no ones getting on tgf %hen you wake up, whisk!
so shut yr¥gouth about it & of you, cal bulati
: ! 5 no trials no tribulations no
Trouble > i s You wont feel a thing. Day after
b e > Free of charge. Itll be our

How she gonnahave babies if no one gets on top of jfer? And
: pleasure. yo

Congratulations

Hester
Dont make me hurt¥ou!

The Doctor walks off. HZ
Chilli walks in with his picnic basiong
He pauses to check his pocke

Hester raises her hagll to Trouble who runs off.
Bully starts crying.

TICIIET ot

Hester o
Shut the fuck up or I'll give y8u somethjfe to cry about! The sight of him knocks the wind out of her.

Hester

¢ Rids huddle together i
Hester gether in @ fenot. Oh.
:2::"/ Bully/Beauty -
er .

Jabber/Bully/Beauty Ive been looking for you.
Hester Hester

(Rest) Oh.

Hester Chilli .
Bedtime. Ssbeen a long time.
Beauty llieslter

Its too early for bed i

Hester Chilti

BEDTIME! No need to speak.

Hester
Hester goes back g i

Hester goes back to contemplating R sky. Chilli

Hester Yr glad to see me.
Hester Hester
Hesiffr Yeah.

Chilli

I been looking for you. Like I said. Lifes been good to me. Hows life

been to you?

Big/dark thing. Gods hand. Comi
. . Coming down on me. Blocki .
gfit. 5-fingered hand of fate. Coming down on n:e focking the light
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Hester
Ok. —. Hard.

Chilli
Hester

Hester
I'was with the Welfare and I seed you. I called out yr name.

Chilti
I didnt hear you. Darn.

Hester

Yeah.

(Rest)

I woulda run after you but—

Chilli
But you were weak in the knees. And you couldnt move a muscle.

Hester
Running after you woulda gived you away. And Welfares been after
me to know the names of my mens.

Chili
Mens? More than one?

Hester

I seed you and I called out yr name but I didnt run after you.
(Rest)

S(f'}c;u l)ook good. I mean you always looked good but now you look better.
est,

1 didnt run after you. I didnt give you away.

Chilti

Thats my girl.

(Rest)

Welfare has my name on file, though, doesnt she?

Hester

From years ago. I—

Chilli

Not to worry couldat be helped. I changed my name. Theyll never
find me. Theres no trace of the old me left anywhere,

Hester
Cept Jabber.

Chilli
Who?
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Hester
Y son.

Hester
Chtl

chifli
(yucess what time it is?

Hester
[ I takes after you.

Chitli
(o on guess. Betcha cant guess. Go on.

Hester
Noon?

Chilli )
Lets see. I love doing this. I love guessing the time and then pulling

out my watch and seeing how close I am or how far off. I love it.
I spend all day doing it. Doctor says its a tick. A sure sign of some
disorder. But I cant help it. And it doesnt hurt anyone. You guessed?

Hester
Noon.

Chilli
Lets see. Ah! 3.

Hester
Oh.

Hester goes back to contemplating the sky.

Chilli

Sorry.

(Rest)

Whats up there?

Hester

Nothing.

Chillii .

1 want you to look at me. I want you to take me in. Ive been searching
for you for weeks now and now Ive found you. I wasnt muc'h when
you knew me. When we knew each other I was—1I was a shit.

(Rest)
I was a shit, wasnt I?
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Hester
Chitti

Chilli
I was a shit, agree with me.

Hester
We was young.

Chifli

We was young. We had a romance. We had a love affair. We was young.

We was in love. I was infatuated with narcoti
) rcotics. I got
then I split. got you knocked up

Hester
Jabber, hes yr spitting image. Only hes a little slow, but—

Chilli

Who?

Hester
Jabber.Yr son.

Chilli
Dopt bring him into it just yet. I need time. Time to get to know you
again. We need time alone together. Guess.

Hester
3.02.

Chilli

Ah! 3:05. But better, yr getting better. Things move so fast these days.

Ive seen the world Ive made some money Ive made a new name for
myself and I have a loveless life. I dont have love in my life. Do you
know what thats like? To be alone? Without love?

Hester
I got my childr—1I got Jabber. hes my treasure.

Hester
Chilli

(Rest)

Chilli
Im looking for a wife.

Hester
Oh.

Chini
I want you to try this on.

IN THRERE BLWWWV HHI

Chilli takes a wedding dress out of his basket.
He puts it on her, right over her old clothes.
Hester rearranges the club, still held in her belr,
1o get the dress on more securely.

Hester
| sced you and 1 called out your name, but you didnt hear me, and

| wanted to run after you but I was like, Hester, if Welfare finds out
Chillis in town they gonna give him hell so I didnt run. I didnt move
4 muscle. I was mad at you.Years ago. Then I seed you and I was
afraid I'd never see you again and now here you are.

Chilli
What do you think?

Hester
Its so clean.

Chilli
It suits you.
Hester gets her shoes.

Hester
I got some special shoes.
yr daddy!

Chilli

Not yet, kid!

(Rest)

Lets not bring him into this just yet, K?

Theyd go good with this. Jabber, come meet

He fiddles with his watch.

Chilli
14 years ago. Back in the old neighborhood. You and me and the

moon and the stars. What was our song?

Hester
Chilli

Hester
Huh?

Chilli

What was our song?

(Rest)

Da dee dah, dah dah dee dee?

Hester
Its been a long time.
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Chilit
Listen.

Chilli plays their song, “The Looking Song,”
on a tinny tape recorder. He sings ong as she
stands there. After a bit he dancgl and gets her

10 dance with him. They sing aglhey dance and
do a few movesgfom the old days.

Chi

Im loding for someone

to lose iy looks with
looking fol someone

to lose my sijape with
looking for so¥peone
to-get-my-hip-r§placed with
looking for some&ge

Could it be you?

Im looking for someoRe

to lose my teeth with
looking for someone

to go stone deef with
looking for someone
to-lie-6-feet-underneath wigh
looking for someone

Could it be you?

They say, “Seek and ygfshall find”
so I will look until Ingfblind
through this big oldfliniverse

for rich or poor beffter or worse
Singing:

yuck up my tragfdy

oh darling, magty me

let’s walk on gown the aisle, walk on
Down Dowyf Down.

Cause ooking for someone
to lose mff looks with
lookingffor someone

to losefny teeth with

lookigle for someone
T’ll-jfe-6-feet-underneath with
logiing for someone

@ould it be you?
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Theyre breathless from dancing.

Chilll . '
“I'his is real. The feelings I have for you, the feelings you are feeling for

me, these are all real. Ive been fighting my feehngs ;‘or uy;arngﬁt;ln :
every dollar I made. Every hour I spent..l spent 1; gh ri;nembered
niy feelings. Maybe you did the same thing. Maybe you S
me against yr will, maybe you carried a torch for me against yr

judgment.

Hester

You were my first.

Chilli

Likewise.

(Rest) .
He silently guesses the time

and checks his guess against his watch.
Is he right or wrong?

Chitli
“Yuck up my tragedy.

»

Hester
Huh?

Chilli
“Marry me.”

Hester
Chili

Hester
K.

Chilfi . .
There are some conditions some things we have to agree on. They

dont have anything to do with money. I understand your situation.

Hester
And my—

hitil . .
f\nd your child—ok. Our child—ok. These things have to do l;mtl'; you
and me. You would be mine and I would be yrs and all that. But
would still retain my rights to my manhood. You understand.

Hester
Sure. My—
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Chillf

Yr kid. We’ll get to him. I would rule the roost. I would call the shots.
The whole roost and every single shot. Ive proven myself as a success.
Youve not done that. It only makes sense that I would be in charge.

Hester
—K.
(Rest)

I love you.

Chifli
Would you like me to get down on my knees?

Chilli gets down on his knees, offering her a ring.

Chilli

Heres an engagement ring. Its rather expensive. With an adjustable
band. If I didnt find you I would have had to, well—. Try it on, try it on.

D T

Chilli checks his watch. As Hester fiddles with the ring,

Hester
No.

Trouble
You look fine!

Hester
No.

Beauty
Is that a diamond?

Hester
No!

Baby
Mommie!

Hester recoils from hergids.
Hesteg
Bullyf Trouble/Beauty/Baby

ally
ommie?
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Chilfl
Who do we have here, honey?

Hester
ulty/Trouble/Beauty/Baby

at his watch, doesnt.

Chitli
Honey?

Hester
Bully, wheres Jab

Chilli
Honey?

Hester .
Bully, Im asking you a quigtion.

Chilli
Honey?

Trouble ]
hes out with Miga.

Chilli

Hester
Trouble—

Chilli

Chifli
Honey?



